
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, MAY 25, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; James 

P. “Sean” Viars; James Lloyd; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       Geary Jonas, Michael Duncan                           

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Mike Jones, Allan West, Roger Hedrick, Amy 

McBride, Dharmendra Patel, Vivel Duttani, 

Madhau Raidhum       
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz seconded by Councilmember Hash to approve the 

minutes of the May 11, 2021 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a vote of 

four (4) for:  Viars, Yontz, Hash, Lloyd; zero (0) against. 

  

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Dharmendra Patel owner of the Spirit Gas station located at the Crossroads.  Mr. Patel stated that 

he is concerned about the proposed cigarette tax.  He stated that the tax increase will be 

detrimental to his business.  Mr. Patel asked Council to consider looking at the tax from a 

business owners’ point of view.  Mr. Patel stated that the minimum wage increase is well 

deserved, but he feels like raising taxes just takes away from the consumer.  He stated that the 

people at the bottom making minimum wage are suffering from increase in taxes, and someone 
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must stop tax increases.  Mr. Patel suggested that the Town of Rural Retreat support not 

imposing a cigarette tax in Wythe County.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that as a small business 

owner he agrees with Mr. Patel regarding the increase in taxes.   He added that the town’s hands 

are tied and that imposing this tax goes back to lawmakers in Richmond.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that towns and cities have had taxes on cigarettes for many years.  The General 

assembly has approved counties to implement cigarette taxes.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that even if the town does not adopt the tax, then Wythe County will collect the tax from the 

businesses in Rural Retreat.  Town Manager Childers stated that the revenue from this tax should 

stay in Rural Retreat.  Councilmember Viars stated that the county has established a Regional 

Commission through Mt. Rogers PDC.  The County proposes tax in the amount of forty cents per 

pack.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that even if Rural Retreat adopted twenty cents per pack, then 

the county will receive an additional twenty cents for the county.  Vice-Mayor Yontz added that 

the town is trying to keep the revenue in the town where it benefits the community.   

Councilmember Viars explained that the money can be spent at the town’s discretion.  

 

 

Allen West was present on behalf of the Rural Retreat Rescue Squad.  Mr. West stated that he is 

appreciative of all the help the town has given the Rescue Squad.  Mr. West stated that the 

Rescue Squad is required to keep drugs at the building, and they must be stored in a controlled 

climate.  He stated that there are members in the building twenty-four hours a day.  Mr. West 

explained that he obtained a quote from Caterpillar (CAT) to install a generator that will ensure 

the electricity is always on.  Mr. West stated that the CAT representative’s opinion was that 

having one generator for both fire and rescue buildings would be a mistake.  CAT offers 

discounts to municipalities for generators.    Town Manager Childers stated that the $1.3 million 

in funding for infrastructure that the town is going to receive will most likely cover the expense.  

Mr. West presented Council with quotes from Carter Cat for the generator.  Town Manager 

Childers asked if it would be a better idea to place a larger generator that will support both the 

Rescue Squad and Fire Department buildings.  Mr. West stated that the Carter Cat 

Representative stated that it would be cost effective to have two.  The recommendation from the 

supplier is to have one at each building.   Roger Hedrick stated that the drug room must be 

maintained at 65 degrees and an alarm system is in place.  Mr. West stated that the Rescue Squad 

is looking into grant funding for the equipment.   Councilmember Viars stated that hopefully the 

town will receive the 1.3 million and this type of expense is a perfect fit for the funds.  Mr. West 

stated that the vendor asked if the town has a generator system in place.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that there is a generator at the lift station that needs a switch.  Mr. West stated that if the 

Town needs to purchase other generators, that they may offer a package deal.  Town Manager 

Childers asked if there is another vendor that can quote the equipment.  Mr. West stated that 

Kohler and Generac are both vendors that can give the town a quote.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that if the funding works out then the town will need to get three quotes. 

 

Chief Breedlove left the meeting to respond to a call. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Treasurer Patton read a thank you note from The Friends of the Rural Retreat Public Library for 

the contribution that was given the organization.   
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Treasurer Patton read an email from Pricilla Hall offering all Council members to join the Lions 

Club.  Mrs. Hall stated that she is willing to pay the state and international dues for the first year 

for any member(s) of Council that will join the club.  
 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Town Manager Childers stated that Chief Breedlove assisted in a search warrant for an 

individual in town for crimes against children.  An arrest was made. 

 

Chief Breedlove sent a letter to the property owner at the corner of Buck Avenue and Main 

Street regarding mowing the property. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the property owner at the Elm Avenue property has removed 

the junk car and there is still improvement being made to clean up the exterior of the home.  

Councilmember Viars stated that there is very little noticeable improvement being made.  Town 

Manager Childers agreed that the improvement is not enough. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Report is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor stated that we are very close to having the main 

act in place.   

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – The Elm Avenue property improvements are still progressing.   

 

DR. PEPPER DAY – Councilmember Lloyd stated that October 24 is a Sunday this year.  Dr. 

Pepper Corporation representative Troy Harris suggested having the celebration on a different 

day.  Councilmember Lloyd suggested that the town have presentations about the town’s heritage 

for the school children on a Friday and then for citizens on Saturday.   

 

NEW BUSINESS  

  

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES - Roger Hedrick with the Rescue Squad thanked the town for the 

$5,000 grant award in CARES Act funding.  Mr. Hedrick stated that the rescue squad has drawn 

out $25,000 from the reserve funds with Edward Jones.  The Captain, Leigh Ann Mitchell has 

been instructed to draft a letter to the County to request the remainder of the appropriated funds 

from the county in the amount of $30,000.  Mr. Hedrick stated that the board has taken steps to 

tighten spending habits.  Mr. Hedrick stated that all purchases made by Rescue Squad members 

must be on a purchase requisition which is approved by the board then a purchase order number 

will be issued. Councilmember Hash asked about the deed to the property that the Rescue Squad 

owns.  She suggested that the property be sold to assist the Rescue Squad with funding.  

Councilmember Viars asked why the $30,000 has not been requested before now.  Mr. Hedrick 
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stated that he asked Mr. Bear about the funds, and he suggested that they request the remaining 

appropriated funds.  

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton stated that the budget committee met prior 

to the meeting.   She stated that all Council members have a copy of the proposed 2021-22 

budget.  The committee recommends a proposed budget for 2021-2022 in the amount of 

$5,216,192 which is a $84,025 decrease from the 2020-2021 fiscal budget.  Treasurer Patton 

stated that the capital outlays are listed on a separate sheet.  Treasurer Patton reported that a 

Public Hearing will be held for the proposed budget at the June 8, 2021 meeting then the budget 

will be adopted at the June 22, 2021 meeting. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that a 

Public Hearing for the Chicken Ordinance will be held on June 8th. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Treasurer Patton presented Council with an example of the new water 

bill format.  Beginning with the July bills a third party will print and mail the water bills.  

Treasurer Patton explained that the current water cards are getting lost in the mail, the new bill 

format will be easier for customers to read, and there is less wear and tear on the printer.  The 

new bill will have an envelope to return the payments.  The Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) 

report link will be one each water bill which eliminates the town mailing out a letter to each 

customer every year.   

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- I met with Brian Reed (Mt. Rogers PDC) and Dennis Amos (Hurt and Proffitt), and the 

town will start ordering the Drop inlets, Drainage Pipe, and stone to start the force 

account work on the Downtown Revitalization project.  All this cost will be reimbursed 

through DHCD funding.  This will begin the major construction efforts for the project. 

 

- I met with Priscilla Hall on behalf of the Lion’s Club.  She would like all of council to 

consider being in the Lion’s Club.  The dues are $80 per year, and there is no mandatory 

attendance to the meetings, although it is encouraged.  She would also like to ask council 

to waive fees for the use of the Bailey room in the Community Center for civic 

organizations.  She feels that these groups are exactly what the Center was created for. 

 

- The town should be receiving the needed pumps for the water plant very soon.  At that 

point, we will be working with all necessary equipment plus a spare pump for the spring 

pump and the feed pump. 

 

- The Wastewater Plant is in the best shape we have been in a while.  Most of this is due to 

dryer conditions, but our flow is extremely low and should please DEQ. 

 

 

Mike Jones stated that there is one three-foot culvert in place but, the engineer wants three forty 

two inch pipes with two retention ponds on the property.  Town Manager Childers stated that the 

based on the acreage and the rainfall in the area as well as the lack of grade the engineer is 
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requiring is the reason for the retention pond.   Mr. Jones stated that if the project needs to be 

reengineered it will take too long.  Councilmember Viars asked how big the retention pond will 

be.  Mr. Jones stated sixty feet by sixty feet.  Mayor Litz stated that a fence will need to be 

installed around the pond.  Mayor Litz stated that the garage building on the property should be 

torn down and the concrete slab removed from the site.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for May 25, 2021 were read and approved. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Lloyd.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


